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POLAND AND THE POLl, S. 3 8 1  

caste, and are to-day scattered throughout the community as artists, 
Imsiness men,  shopkeepers ,  and artisans. "Bu t  it is in the life of the 
middle classes that all the important currents of Warsaw flow strongest, 
from business, professional work, politics and journalism, to art and 
music." 

Besides having chapters on Polish literature, education, science, 
art, music, and the war, Mr. Bruce Boswell's work is accompaflied by 
physical and ethnographical maps of Poland and a map of the Polish 
State before the Partitions. It  has also numerous illustrations from 
pbotographs.--R. R. 

THE PACIFIC AN]:) ITS PROBLEMS: AUSTRALIAN AND 
NEW ZEALAND STUDIES. 1 

Me. BaUNSDON FLETCHER is, we believe, an Australian--a real son of 
the great ocean, Sir William Macgregor calls him in his preface--and, 
as such, he may fairly claim a special right to give to the world the 
result of his studies on the problems which present themselves for 
solution in the vast area of the Pacific. His book (i.) covers a great deal 
of ground, in a political sense, from the first announcement by President 
Monroe of his doctrine in 1823, and the attitude.of Great Britain and 
Russia to tile United States over the delimitation of frontiers in Alaska, 
down to the time of the advent of Japan as a great power in the 
Pacific, and the parts played in the islands by Great Britain, America, 
France, and Germany. I t  is difficult to give due weight to questions 
so varied and so complex within the compass of a volume of some 200 
pages, and one admires the courage shown by Mr. Fletcher in essaying 
such a task, but his book is evidently the fruit of much careful study. 
A preface is contributed by that great South Sea administrator, the 
late Sir William Macgregor, in which he points out how the position 
of the United States in the Pacific has grown in importance with the 
completion of the Panama Canal, and also how very desirable it is that 
questions outstanding between France and this country regarding the 
New Hebrides group should have been settled at the Peace Conference. 
He says (page xxv) that " the  kernel of the Problem of the Pacific seems 
to be: Shall any of the possessions of Germany in the Pacific be 
restored to her? . . . .  Australia and New Zealand have clearly and 
distinctly . . . answered that question in the negative: their distrust 
of Germany as a neighbour is well founded . . . and the best, the only 
way to make the Pacific safe and peaceful will be to keep political 
Germany out of it." 

Mr. Fletcher gives an interesting sketch of the course and develop- 
-ment of Germany's ambitions in the Pacific. Trading centres were 

1 (i.) The Problem of the Pacific, by C. Brunsdon Fletcher. London : William Heine- 
mann. Price 10s. 6d. net. 

(if.) The Pacific : Its Past and Future, by Guy H. Seholefield. London : John Murray. 
l~riee 15s. net. 

D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

by
 [

L
M

U
 M

ue
nc

he
n]

 a
t 1

9:
36

 2
7 

D
ec

em
be

r 
20

14
 



382 SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE. 

multiplied, and peaceful penetration by chartered companies was. 
planned to pave the way for an armed attack on the British Possessions, 
when the time seemed to be ripe for such. Germany has had a large 
share in the trade of the islands, and the Ooddefroys of Hamburg, who 
were the chief pioneers in that  trade, were known to be in the counsels 
of the Emperor. I t  is also well known that  Dr. Self (afterwards 
Secretary of State for the Colonies) was the first German Governor of 
Samoa. A man of pleasing personality, he showed himself helpful of 
British interests in Samoa and friendly to the planters, so that  he left 
golden opinions behind him. But Mr. Fletcher points out that, about 
two years previous to the outbreak of the great war, a new type of 
German official appeared in Samoa who let it be known that the days 
of friendly understandings had passed, and with them the nomination 
of British residents to the Council, etc. I t  is hinted that  the comple- 
tion of the Panama Canal had brought with it a keener appreciation of 
the strategic value of Samoa as a base for German sea power in the 
Pacific, and that this may have accounted for the change of front. The 
disappearance of Germany from the Pacific, and the advent of New 
Zealand as the man in possession, opens a new chapter in the history of 
Samoa; but we may remember with gratitude that the preservation of 
Stevenson's grave from utter neglect was due to the action of a former 
German Governor, Dr. Sehultz. 

Japan is bound t~ figure largely in all questions which concern the 
future of the Pacific; she is the dominating power in the north-west, 
and, during the war, she has added the Marshall and Caroline Islands 
to her possessions. With her powerful Navy, her strategic position is 
Gee of immense power, rivalling that  of Great Britain and the United 
States. Hitherto the British Navy has taken the leading part  in. 
policing the islands, keeping the peace, protecting the white man against 
the natives, and vice versa. 

In the settlement after the war it is generally admitted that  
Australia must have the control of what was German New Guinea, 
while Samoa falls to New Zealand. Mr. Fletcher, however, makes no 
s~ re t  of his belief that " our kinsfolk in the Pacific have no apparent 
wish to be drawn into closer relations with the Australian Common- 
wealth," and he points to the difficulties which have arisen over the 
policy of Lubour governments towards Northern Queens!and. He fore- 
sees that  similar difficulties are likely to arise in dealing with New 
Guinea, these being partly the results of a narrow fiscal policy. In  
illustration of this he says (p. 179) that  a series of strikes in Australia 
have dislocated the island traffic and held up supplies, so that  traders, 
missionaries, business men, and the natives themselves have begun to 
think of the Commonwealth in terms of Australian instability and 
restlessness. " Ins tead  of finding Australia a friend in need, or a 
present help in the ordinary emergencies of life upon the greatest ocean 
in the world, they have boon moved to denounce Australia as a nuisance, 
if not as an enemy." This, one must admit, is not encouraging, looking 
to the near future of Now Guinea and other parts of the Pacific which 
now are, or are likely to come, under Australian control, but it is well to 
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~emember that from the Australian Labour Party has emerged a leader 
like Mr. Hughes, and Mr. Fletcher is able to close his chapter on 
Australian Development with a note of hope. He shows that  " t he  
proximity of Asia, and the influence of the ocean washing Australian 
chores, have been as potent as the sun itself in affecting a developing 
nationhood . . . .  When the time comes Australia will prove herself 
quite capable of large responsibilities and serious sacrifices, but "she will 
require the patience given to strong-limbed, vigorous youngsters intent 
upon reading the world in their own way." " Australia and New 
Zealand arc thinking very earnestly about the future;  and as they 
study the map of the Pacific and wonder what a peace worth having 
may bring forth, they are profoundly impressed with their place at the 
Antipodes, facing a probable influx of population beside which their 
past experiences will count for little or nothing." 

A suggestive idea is that  in Canada, stretching from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific, we have a great "bridge of Empire" in which the dream of 
Columbus of a westward route to the Indies and Cathay is perfected. 
We would also mention briefly Mr. Flotcher's proposal for an inter- 
change of students between Indian and Australian Universities. I t  is, 
perhaps, not generally realised at home that  there are 60,000 Indians 
in Fiji, and that their numbers are increasing. 

The Pacific occupies about one-half of the globe, and Mr. Fletcher 
emphasises the point that no proper conception can be formed of its 
magnitude without reference to a map on a globular projection in which 
it is presented as an entire hemisphere, a single unit, and not in the 
mutilated form in which we find it on maps ot the eastern and western 
hemispheres, or on Mercator's projection. Such a map, showing the true 
relation of the islands to the continents, and their relation to the ocean 
itself, finds a place in many Australian schools, and it will also be found 
in both of the volumes which form the subject of this review. 

New Zealand has secured a worthy representative in the literature 
of the Pacific in the person of Mr. Guy Scholefield, whose book (if.) 
takes the shape of a history of ~he islands, in which the story of each 
particular island, or group, is treated separately, from the earliest times 
of European intercourse up to the present day. The labour traffic 
(" Blaekbirding "), which proved such a thorny and difficult question, 
and also the questions which arose with France over her Recidiviste 
policy in New Caledonia, both find an important place; and, in an 
appendix, there is a reprint of treaties and conventions, as well as a 
useful chronological table of events, going back to the year 1511. 

Mr. Scholefield draws special attention to the fact that  nearly the 
whole of the islands lie to the westward of the 140th meridian of west 
longitude, most of them being to the southward of the equator, and 
that the eastern half of the South Pacific, to a distance of about 5000 
miles from the American coast, is practically devoid of islands. The 
importance of this geographical factor is too great to be overlooked; 
it means that the great majority of the islands are within 2000 miles 
of Australia and New Zealand, and it lends colour to the Monroe 
doctrine for Australasia which was first affirmed by Sir George Grey, 
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and which may yet  become a working practical policy, as Australia and 
the neighbouring Dominion grow in power and population. 

The reluctance oI the Home Government to embark on schemes of 
territorial expansion in the Pacific has been a fertile source of grievance 
in the colonies, and this feeling took an acute form in the latter part 
of the last century. A large portion of Mr. Scholefield's book is taken 
up with the disputes which arose out of this attitude, especially while 
Lord Derby and Lord Granville had their.respective turns at the helm in 
the Colonial Office. In his "Review of Policy" Mr. Scholefield reiterates 
the complaints against the British Government for their laissez faire 
spirit and disregard of the wishes of the colonies, and he quotes Lord 
Derby's " immorta l  statement that Queen Victoria had already black 
subjects enough." As an offset to Lord Derby's view he repeats the 
reply given by Lord John Russell at an earlier date to the French 
diplomat who asked how much of Australia England made claim t o -  
" The ,whole of it / "  

The histories of Tahiti and also of Hawaii are of unedifying 
squabbles between European powers, ending in petitions to Great 
Britain for protection or annexation. These petitions were steadily 
refused, and the Tahiti group passed to France in May 1888; while 
Hawaii was annexed by the United States in the same year. Mr. 
Scholefield points out that Hawaii was placed under the protection of 
Great Britain in 1794 by a council of the native chiefs, and that  the 
flag was hoisted in February of that  year, but that the cession was 
never ratified. The above, and many similar incidents in the history of 
the Pacific, should help in refuting the charge of grab which is so 
frequently levelled at Great Britain by her enemies and detractors. 

That  the extension of German sovereignty in New Guinea and 
Samoa was carried through and agreed to by our Government in the 
"teeth of strong opposition from Australia is too well known to require 
any labouring here, but Mr. Scholefield deals with the events which led 
up to the German annexations in a way which is bound to enhance the 
value of his book as a work of reference. Prince Bismarck's view, viz., 
that colonial extension was detrimental to the concentration of German 
power, gradually changed to an .attitude favouring expansion in the 
Pacific, and the little story which Mr. Scholefield tells is instructive in 
the light of later events. We venture to give it here : - -  

" A t  a small dinner party at Lord Rosebery's house on 5th March 
(? 1885), Bright, Rosebery, Gladstone, and Count Herbert  Bismarck 
were present, and the conversation turned quite frankly on German 
colonisation. Count Bismarck is reported as saying: ' W e  are the 
youngest of the great powers, and we wish to undertake this function 
of colonisation, which belongs to a great power. But we only hope to 
do it in a very small and humble manner.' Gladstone, says Lord 
Fitzmaurice, was much impressed with the conversation, and on returning 
to the House of Commons, he sat down and wrote to Granville insisting 
on a settlement of the New Guinea question." 

The change of attitude at the Colonial Office under Mr. Chamberlain 
did a good deal to restore confidence, but the influence of the South 
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African war in 1899 hastened the agreement with Germany over Samoa, 
and it was unfortunate that  the agreement was made in the teeth of 
strong colonial opposition, at  the very time that  Australia and I~ew 
Zealand were taking a large share in the fighting overseas. Times 
have changed, and the plea of the Australian Interstate Commission, 
set up for the purpose of formulating an after-war policy, that  there 
should be cohesion between the Imperial and Colonial governments 
is not likely to fall on deaf ears. 

We cannot leave Mr. Scholefield's book without mention of what he 
calls the "Wrong  Civilisation" in the British possessions, which, by 
carefully securing the title of the natives to their land, has put them 
beyond the need vf work. Thus we have the spectacle, in l~iji and 
other places, of native populations existing in enervating indolence 
alongside of an imported race of labourers. "Polynesians and 
Melanesians are here and there a race of landlords, independent of 
their own labour . . . while the proportion of natives throughout the 
Pacific who are employed on the plantations of the Europeans is ridicu- 
lously small." The consequences of this idleness are partly made mani- 
fest in declining native populations, and Mr. Seholefield is of opinion 
that the industrialising of the natives, "even with some measure of 
compulsion," is essential in their own interests. This is a thorny 
subject, bristling with difficulties, which calls for very careful handling, 
for obvious reasons. Mr. Szholofield instances the native policy pursued 
in New Zealand in recent years, with a result that the Maori people 
have ceased to decline in numbers, and he pleads that this treatment 
of the Maoris by the white settlers of N~w Zealand "has  given that 
dominion the best claim to administer the Polynesian groups which are 
under British sovereignty." I t  is probable that  the administration of 
Samoa will give New Zealand her chance of proving her fitness in this 
way, but the office of High Commissioner for the Western Pacific is not 
likely to fall vacant yet awhile, and particularly if it appeared probable 
that a policy of imposing compulsory lahour on the natives might be 
tried in practice. 

Mr. Scholefield has spared no pains in making his history complete ; 
it will be read and valued by all who wish to have a clear appreciation 
of the problems which lie ahead of us in the Pacific. 

J. D. M. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ROYAL SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL 

SOCIETY. 

SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE. 

AT a Council meeting held on 21st October 1919, it was resolved 
that, owing to the high cost of printing, for the twelve months begin- 
ning in January 1920, the Magazine should be issued as a quarterly of 
72 pp., the numbers to appear on the 15th of January, April, July, and 
October respectively, instead of as a monthly. 
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